Schoenoplectus corymbosus (Roth exRoem
Reversion to specific status for Schoenoplectus corymbosus var. brachyceras
Study of Schoenoplectus (Reichenbach) Palla in southern Africa has revealed differences between S. corymbosus (Roth ex Roem. & Schult.) J. Raynal var. corymbosus and var. brachyceras (A. Rich.) K. Lye that are as well marked as the criteria that differentiate other species within the genus, for example S. muriculatus (Kuekenthal) J. Browning and S . muricinux (C.B . Cl.) J. Raynal; S. confusus (N.E.
Br.) K. S. muricinux (Browning 1991a, 1991b) ; S. litoralis (Schrader) Palla and S. lacustris (L.) Palla (Browning, in prep.) .
The epithet 'brachyceras' within Scirpus L. dates from 1850 when Richard (1850) Browning (1990 Browning ( , 1991b K. Lye. There is close morphological relationship between these species. In certain parts of their distributional ranges they are sympatric, for example Wakkerstroom, Transvaal.In a large vlei near the town, S. decipiens grew in wet grassland and 'sedge meadow', while S. brachyceras was present further into the vlei in slightly deeper, more open standing water covering a dense 'root mat' of organic material (here called 'sedge marsh' in contrast to 'sedge meadow' where shallow water grading to wet mud is present but hidden by a continuous vegetational cover of sedges with occasional grasses intermingled).
Suspected natural hybridization in Schoenoplectus

Introduction
Collection of specimens along a transect through the vlei revealed the presence of both species as well as variants that fitted neither species precisely, but which exhibited features of both. Some of the variants were more or less intermediate morphologically; others were closer to one or other of the species named. Study suggests that these variants are products of gene exchange (interspecific hybridization with the establishment of intermediates that then may backcross with either parent, or maintain themselves as clones reproducing vegetatively). They are here interpreted as introgressives, with S. brachyceras and S. decipiens the putative parents.
Supportive evidence
In Table 1 (based on Browning 1990, 1991b) are summarized the significant features of the putative parents. Distinction depends upon several features (each exhibiting some range of variation) being considered collectively. These criteria are: shape and length of overtopping inflorescence bract; inflorescence branching, or its lack; plant height; culm width below the inflorescence; anther crest length and ornamentation (Figure 1 A,a; C,c) .
Glume dimensions and apex, style branch length, anther length, achene dimensions and surface sculpturing, even when considered collectively, do not reliably differentiate the putative parents. Morphological relationship is therefore close. However, the growing plants have a different facies, S. brachyceras being the more robust and taller, but usually the less markedly tufted These differences are correlated with different habitat preferences (Figure 2) . 
Nomenclature
The introgressives (intermediate putative hybrids) should be known by the formula Schoenoplectus decipiens X S. brachyceras.
